THE FROGS, 735-752

Use again the good and useful:

so hereafter, if ye win
Twill be due to this your wisdom :

if ye fall, at least 'twill be
Not a fall that brings dishonour,

falling from a worthy tree.0

AE.  By Zeus the Saviour, quite the gentleman

Your master is.
XA.                             Gentleman ?    I believe you.

He's all for Mrine and women, is my master.
AE.  But not to have flogged you, when the truth came out

That you, the slave, were passing off as master !
XA.  He'd get the worst of that.
AE.                                                Bravo ! that's spoken

Like a true slave : that's what I love myself.6
XA.  You love it, do you ?
AE.                                     Love it ?   I'm entranced

When I can curse my lord behind his back.
XA.   How about grumbling, when you have felt the stick,

And scurry out of doors ?
AE.                                             That's jolly too.

XA.  How about prying ?

AE.                                    That beats everything !

XA.  Great Kin-god Zeus c !   And what of overhearing

Your master's secrets ?

AE.                                         What ?   I'm mad with joy.

XA.  And blabbing them abroad ?

acts like a person in authority, now converses with Xanthias as if
he were a fellow-slave.

* He i)s ojAoyvLos was invoked by members of the same family
or kindred, and is therefore appealed to here by Xanthias who
feels himself akin to Aeacus in rascality. In 756 he makes the
title still more definite, for ojuo/zaori-yfas^" patron of the rogue's
fraternity " not " fellow-knave " (as in L, & S.).
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